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INTRODUCTION
 
Anthropos India Foundation (AIF) is a registered Trust in Delhi
since 2011.  It is envisioned by eminent academicians in the field
of social science research and development professionals to
device specific issue based action plans and seek tangible
solutions for social problems in our country. AIF employs
anthropological knowledge, methods and tools
to understand, address, analyse, and formulate sustainable
innovative solutions for social problems in India. AIF carries out
empirical research using ethnography, needs assessment,
monitoring, evaluation studies, policy research, advocacy to
engage with,  and resolve social challenges faced by
marginalised sections of our society.
The goal of Anthropos India Foundation is to bring together a
group of committed and zealous individuals who would help us
in the mission to bridge the gap between research, policy,
positive action and enable us in building better future of our
people and nation. The four major activities of the AIF is
organizing ‘distinguished guest lecture series’, ‘organizing
workshops’ on topical issues and methodology and ‘conducting
action and applied research’ and taking up ‘advocacy and policy
change’.
I am grateful to our trustees Shri. Shankara Reddy, Ms. Kavita
Tank, Ms. Pushpinder Kaur and Ms. Aditi Verma for their
constant support. I am also thankful to Ms. Sunanda Reddy and
Mr. Suresh Kumar for their financial help. I appreciate Ms.
Shefali for desinging this report and the lively cover picture. 

Sunita Reddy
F O U N D E R  M E M B E R



ACTIVITIES

Distinguished Guest Lecture Series
 

Anthropos India Foundation since its inception has been organizing
distinguished guest lecture series. Some of the eminent anthropologists
and social scientists from India and abroad delivered lectures. In the
series, Prof. Joan Mencher (USA), Prof. Vinay Srivastava (India), Dr. Heidi
Kaspar (Switzerland), delivered lectures. 
AIF in collaboration with Jawaharlal Nehru University organized a guest
lecture by Dr. David Lancy on 17 Nov. 2018. Dr. David Lancy is Emeritus
Professor of Anthropology in the Dept. of Sociology, Social Work and
Anthropology at Utah State University. His work focuses on the
anthropology of childhood, how children acquire their culture, socio-
historical analyses of schooling & the culture of street kids. With
extensive fieldwork with children in Liberia, Papua New Guinea, Trinidad,
Sweden, Uganda, Madagascar and the US. 

Prof. Dr. David Lancy



 
He has authored several impactful books on Children like ‘The
Anthropology of Childhood’ ‘Raising Children’, ‘Anthropological
Perspectives on Children as Helpers, Workers, Artisans and
Labourers’.  In 2011, he was given Utah State University’s Throne
Award as the premier scholar.
 
Seventh Foundation Day: AIF celebrated its Seventh Foundation
Day with eminent scholars and development professionals on 27th
October 2018 in Jawaharlal Nehru University. Dr. Reddy shared the
humble achievements of the foundation so far and thanked all
those, directly and indirectly, supporting the foundation. With
limited resources, the foundation is trying its best to take small
yet effective steps. Many well-wishers and scholars congratulated
the AIF team for their valuable work, action research and
encouraged to take up more such work on contemporary issues in
future.
 
.

Seminar on Child Abuse



Anthropos India Foundation has been organizing various
workshops and seminars for the purpose of mutual sharing and
gaining a deeper understanding of varied subjects. AIF organized
three days intensive workshop on ‘Doing Ethnography’ in 2014,
which was appreciated very much. Another workshop on
‘Breaking the Culture of Silence: Child Sexual Abuse’ was
organized in 2016
 
1. This year Anthropos India Foundation organised a workshop
on ‘Child Abuse and the Methodological Challenges’ on 11th
September 2018 in JNU to critically introspect on the
methodology before conducting a four-state study on Child
Abuse in India, supported by World Vision India. The workshop
was attended by experts, academicians, and development
professionals. This Workshop was instrumental in honing the
various methods and techniques for conducting this research.
 
2. Another workshop on ‘Traditional Knowledge Systems and
Indigenous Healing Practices in North Eastern India’ was
organized on 17th October 2018 by Indira Gandhi National
Center for Art and Culture in collaboration with the Anthropos
India Foundation, New Delhi. 

WORKSHOP AND
SEMINARS



As part of the ongoing project, the initiation workshop was
meant to set a tone to discuss and deliberate on the issues of
ethnomedicine with a focus on indigenous healing systems,
located in the anthropological theory and method, the
challenges they face and the possibility of integration into the
mainstream health care and also issues of benefit sharing and
biopiracy. The broad themes of the workshop were:  a)
Traditional healers and Indigenous Medicine: Practice in the
North Eastern States. b) Challenges and State Response:
Legitimacy, Autonomy and Integration c) Knowledge
preservation and the Way Forward and d) Methodological
Challenges. The deliberations envisaged to generate a larger
debate and feed into the policy recommendations as well as our
research study. 
 
3. A workshop with ‘Folk Healers on Folk Knowledge,
Intellectual Property Rights and Possible Integration’ was held
at Anthropology department of Sikkim on 23 Feb. 2018. The
event was organised by Anthropos India Foundation in
collaboration with IGNCA, New Delhi. The herbal healers from
East Sikkim participated in this workshop and shared their
knowledge, experiences, challenges they face and their
expectation from the State. Their healing practices have been
helping people in their communities for basic health care and
sometimes even some serious ailments. They share that they
treat people with jaundice, excessive bleeding, piles, sinusitis,
skin problems, stomach problems, and also sprain and fractures.
The workshop discussions and the findings were widely covered
by the local Newspapers in Sikkim.



RESEARCH PROJECTS

1.Gender-Based Child Abuse: A Study among the selected sites
in Four North Indian States Supported by World Vision India
(WVI). The study was conducted in Punjab, Haryana, New Delhi,
and Rajasthan. The attempt was to understand the contextual
realities wherein the challenges and concomitant abuses against
children transpire through a qualitative empirical study. The
objectives of the study were:
-To understand various forms of child abuse.
-To understand the social and cultural determinants of 
 vulnerabilities of children for various forms of abuse.
-To map out any existing unsafe spaces and institutional
mechanisms for the protection of children.
 
The total fieldwork of two months in these four states apprises
us with structural realities that produce, perpetuate, or
sanctions the various challenges for children and the parents.
The findings come from the accounts of the respondents, field
observations and against the backdrop of news and general
profiles of the states.
The fieldwork consisted of spending roughly two weeks in every
state where the team approached three basic types of
respondents: children, parents, and community leaders. This
gave insight into the culture around childhood and upbringing.
The context was then the mooring from where to understand
the first-hand accounts of the children. The latter was
approached in schools and interactions were aided with
nuanced methodological tools to best bring out the otherwise
sensitive and private affairs with anonymity.



There are many parallels that can be drawn from certain vantage points. For
example, the four states, sometimes referred in the report as these northern
states (of India), have some common underlying values like patriarchy, parenting
methods of control, certain class/caste conditions which have a similar impact
on the lives of the children. On the other hand, there seem to be different
macro-level factors that weigh heavily on the upbringing of the children and
childhood. The child issues/abuses are covered under 12 different categories.
The anonymous testimonies and accounts of the children are collected and laid
under twelve overlapping categories. The conventional categories are neglect,
discrimination, violence and abuse (divided into Emotional, physical, and sexual)
(NCPCR and Childfund India, 2018). However, getting a child-centric view on
abuse, this study brings out many more forms of abuse which for convenience
were categorized into twelve different forms.

Report

Report of Child Abuse Research



2. Applied Research: Folk and Tribal Healing Practices in Select States of
North East 
 Kala Nidhi division of Indira Gandhi National Center for Art and Culture (IGNCA)
collaborated with Anthropos India Foundation to take up this research project in
the North Eastern States, starting with the state of Sikkim.
 
The plurality of healing systems is universal across cultures. Though
Biomedicine is predominant and is state patronized across the world. In India, it
is followed by recent recognition of AYUSH that are codified systems. The
expansion of professionalized, biomedical systems in the capitalist world, with
ever-expanding biomedical markets are expensive and out of reach for most
people. Many in the rural and tribal regions reach out to non-codified traditional
healing systems (based on oral traditions, folklore). There have been minimal
efforts to document, preserve, conserve and integrate indigenous  ‘non-codified
systems healing systems.

Healer showcasing his herbs, Sikkim 

Healer treating a patient for injury, Manipur



The tribal communities have been using various natural resources as medicines
since time immemorial. The classic ethnographic and anthropological works
focus on the shamanic and magico-religious healing practices, along with many
studies on the aetiology of diseases and the role of healers among the tribes.
Subsequent studies on indigenous healing practices have also continued to
study the shamanistic and magico-religious practices.  There are debates over
science and superstitions, rights and recognition, autonomy and accreditations
when it comes to tribal medicines. The tribal medicines have experienced a
systematic avoidance and the legitimacy of tribal medicinal practitioners is
undermined and questioned.
 
This research is about creating an archive of visual documentation on the
importance of tribal healers and their traditional indigenous knowledge on
health and healing in the North Eastern States. The research objectives explored
how healing practices benefit communities? What are the different ailments,
which are treated by the healers? What kinds of challenges are faced by the  in
practising the healing systems- such as dwindling flora fauna and mineral
resources in the locality? 
What are the other challenges like autonomy to practice and their legitimate
position in the community and the state? How are their intellectual property
rights protected and the process of knowledge transmission? What are the
possibilities and challenges in integrating them into mainstream health care? 
 
We have finished our data collection in the states of Sikkim and Arunachal
Pradesh and the  report is submitted.  We are in the process of collecting data
from Manipur. 

The AIF team with officilas of NEIFM
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